
 

Zoning Hearing Board Agenda 
June 18, 2026 

7:00 p.m. 
HEARINGS 

 
1. New Business 

a. Appeal #2026-3 – 201 Lauren Lane 
 
Appeal # 2026-3 – Application of Temitope Folaranmi for the property located at 201 Lauren 
Lane, Chalfont, New Britain Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, further identified as Tax 
Map Parcel Number 26-005-003-001.  The property is in the Rural Residential Zoning District.  
The applicant proposes to construct a patio addition to the existing single-family residence. 
The applicant seeks a variance from Section 27-902.b of the zoning ordinance to permit the 
patio to be constructed with a 53-foot rear yard setback, instead of the required 75-foot rear 
yard setback. 

 
2. Other Business 

 
3. Adjournment 

The next scheduled meeting of the New Britain Township Zoning Hearing Board July 16, 
2026, beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Township Building, 207 Park Avenue, Chalfont. 
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One Page Legal Style Variance Narrative

Applicant: Temitope Folaranmi  
Property: 201 Lauren Lane, Chalfont, PA  
Zoning District: Rural Residential  
Relief Requested: Variance from rear yard setback requirements to permit a covered patio 
extending 22 feet where 15 feet is permitted

Statement of Request

The Applicant seeks a dimensional variance from the rear yard setback requirement to allow 
construction of a covered patio extending 22 feet into the rear yard. The request represents a 
modest deviation necessary to enable a functional residential improvement consistent with the 
character and use of the property.

Compliance with Variance Standards

1. Harmony with Ordinance and No Detriment to Public Welfare  
The proposed structure is an accessory residential use that is fully consistent with the intent of 
the Rural Residential district. It will be located entirely to the rear of the dwelling, will not alter 
neighborhood character, and will not generate additional traffic, noise, or environmental impact. 
Given the approximately one acre lot size, the structure remains proportionate and will not 
adversely affect adjacent properties.

2. No Introduction of Non-Permitted Use  
The request does not seek to introduce any use not otherwise permitted. The covered patio is a 
customary accessory use incidental to a single-family residence.

3. Unique Physical Circumstances 
The property is subject to conditions that limit the practical usability of the rear yard under strict 
application of the ordinance. The placement of the existing dwelling and required setbacks 
significantly constrain the depth of usable outdoor space. A 15 foot allowance does not 
accommodate the structural and functional requirements of a covered patio, including support 
elements and circulation space. These conditions are specific to the property and not broadly 
applicable to neighboring lots.

4. Unnecessary Hardship 
Strict enforcement of the 15 foot setback creates an unnecessary hardship by preventing a 
reasonable and customary residential use. A patio limited to 15 feet in depth would be 
functionally impractical once structural supports and safe circulation space are accounted for, 
effectively depriving the Applicant of meaningful use of the rear yard for covered outdoor living.



5. Minimum Variance Necessary 
The requested extension to 22 feet is the minimum necessary to achieve a functional layout. 
The additional depth is required to accommodate structural elements while preserving usable 
space. Any lesser relief would fail to resolve the hardship.

6. No Self-Created Hardship 
The hardship arises from the configuration of the property and zoning constraints, not from any 
action of the Applicant.

7. Safeguards  
The Applicant is willing to comply with reasonable conditions, including appropriate drainage, 
materials consistent with the home, and lighting controls, to ensure compatibility with 
surrounding properties.

Conclusion 
The requested variance is modest, necessary for reasonable use, and consistent with the intent 
of the zoning ordinance. The Applicant respectfully requests approval.
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