
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

February 8, 2011 

 

A Meeting of the New Britain Township Planning Commission was held on February 8, 2011, at the Township 

Administration Building, 207 Park Avenue, New Britain Township, Pa., beginning at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance 

were: Greg Hood, Deborah Rendon, William Jones, Teresa Rizzo Grimes, Alfred Tocci, Marco Tustanowsky 

and Jeff L’Amoreaux.  Also, in attendance were Jo Ann Lapp, Zoning Officer and Erik Garton, Township 

Engineer. 

 

1.  Approval of Minutes of January 25, 2011: Upon motion by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. Tocci and carried, 

the January 25, 2011 minutes were approved as written.     

 

2. Barn Again: Mrs. Rendon asked if any information was found on historic structures and the building code. 

Mrs. Lapp replied that there is no way to get around the building code, the structures would need to be 

sprinklered and all ADA regulations followed.  The Township has only one house that is on a historic register.  

Mrs. Rendon feels that regardless of the building code, the Township should still have this use available. 

 

The draft ordinance that was written in 2008 was distributed and discussed.  This item was tabled until Mrs. 

Rendon and Mr. Hood get together to draft a new ordinance, fashioned after the Doylestown Township Historic 

Structure Ordinance. 

 

3.  Wind Turbines: The ordinance with changes from the last meeting was distributed and discussed.  Mrs. 

Rendon did not like the idea of requiring fences.  Mr. Hood said that fences may be required for safety reasons 

and to protect the Township.  The Commissioners directed Mrs. Lapp to ask John Rice what the reasoning is 

behind the fencing requirements.  The following changes were suggested: 

 

1. H7.a. Definition.  Wind energy systems include structures, such as windmills, which convert wind 

energy to mechanical or electrical energy. 

2. H7.b.8. Change wind turbines to wind energy systems. 

 

This item was tabled until the Commissioners have an answer from Mr. Rice regarding fences. 

 

4.  Solar Energy Systems: The revised Solar Energy System Ordinance was distributed and discussed.  Mrs. 

Rendon did not feel comfortable with the restrictions.  Mr. Jones mentioned that the Conditional Use fee would 

be lowered and the hearings could be held with only three Supervisors. 

 

There was discussion about the glare from the panels bothering the neighbors.  Mr. L’Amoreaux added that the 

vendors should know how the panels need to be installed to prevent glare. 

 

MOTION: Upon motion from Mr. Hood, seconded by Mr. Tocci and carried, the Planning Commission 

recommends the Solar Energy System Ordinance be forwarded to the Board of Supervisors for adoption.   



 

 

5.  Other Business: Mr. L’Amoreaux told the other Commissioners that there are many signs along the 

Township roads that are not needed or required.  He has volunteered to make a list of the signs and present them 

to the Planning Commission for further discussion. 

 

Mr. Tustanowsky mentioned that the Park and Recreation Board is working on plans for West Branch and 

Vertis parks.  He asked if there were plans for sidewalks along Cedar Hill Road.  Mr. Garton told him there are 

approved plans for a walking path, but at this time there is no funding.  He will e-mail the plans to Mr. 

Tustanowsky. 

 

Mrs. Rendon attended a meeting of the North Branch Watershed and distributed copies of the final report of the 

Watershed Implementation Plan.  She found the meeting very interesting and explained the report to the other 

Commissioners. 

 

6. Public Comment: None. 

 

7.  Adjournment:   
 

MOTION:  A motion was made by Mrs. Rendon, seconded by Mr. Tustanowsky, and unanimously carried, to 

adjourn the meeting at 8:40 PM.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

________________________________  __________________________________ 

Greg Hood, Chair     Jo Ann Lapp, Zoning Officer 


