
    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

February 17, 2009 
 

A Meeting of the New Britain Township Planning Commission was held on February 17, 2009, at the 

Township Administration Building, 207 Park Avenue, New Britain Township, Pa., beginning at 7:00 p.m.  In 

attendance were: Deborah Rendon, William Jones, James Scanzillo, Theresa Browngold, William Wert and 

Theresa Rizzo Grimes. Also, in attendance were Eileen Bradley, Township Manager, Jo Ann Lapp, Zoning 

Officer and Erik Garton, Gilmore and Associates. 

 

1. Approval of Minutes of January 20, 2009: 
 

MOTION:  Upon motion by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mrs. Browngold and carried, the January 20, 2009 

Minutes were approved as written.  

 

2.  Sub-Committee’s Report: Mrs. Browngold reported that the Tri-Municipal Trails Committee met with a 

consultant who is gathering information in order to put together a plan.  Discussion included places that the 

trails should be near such as Lake Galena, shopping areas and restaurants and key people that the Committee 

should be speaking with, such as SEPTA and the Bucks County Planning Commission.       

 

3.  Evangelista Minor Subdivision, 30 Maple Avenue, TMP# 26-2-16: Thomas Evangelista, owner, was 

present to represent this plan.  The review letter from Gilmore and Associates dated January 23, 2009 was 

discussed.  Most of the items in the review letter are “will comply”.  Mr. Evangelista will be asking for 

waivers from Section703.4.C, common lot line is not drawn parallel, concentric, at right angles or radial to 

the street right-of-way lines.  He will also be seeking waivers from Sections 705 & 706, installing the 

required road widening, curb and sidewalks along the property frontage. 

 

Robert Hood of Maple Avenue has traffic concerns for Maple Avenue and requested that Mr. Evangelista 

have off-street parking for the new home. 

 

MOTION: Upon motion by Mr. Wert, seconded by Mrs. Browngold, and carried, the Planning Commission 

recommends Preliminary/Final Plan approval with the following conditions: 

 

1. Compliance with the Gilmore & Associates review letter dated January 23, 2009. 

2. Approval of waiver requests from Sections 703.4.C, 705 and 706 of the Subdivision and Land 

Development Ordinance. 

 
4. MetroPCS Conditional Use: Mr. Gavin Laboski of Benner and Wild and Mr. Michael Bohlinger, KM 

Engineering were present to represent MetroPCS.  They are seeking Conditional Use approval from the 

Board of Supervisors to co-locate antennas on the tower located on Old Limekiln Road.  The antennas will 

be located at the 82’ mark of the tower, the lowest of the existing antennas.  Mr. Bohlinger stated that they 



    

    

do agree to reinforce the tower if testing indicates that it is needed, although no testimony was given on the 

structural integrity of the tower. 

 

MOTION: Upon motion by Mrs. Browngold, seconded by Mrs. Grimes and carried the Planning 

Commission recommends Conditional Use approval, subject to verification of structural integrity. 

 

5.  Rampulla Minor Subdivision, Sketch Plan, 745 Skunk Hollow Road, TMP# 26-3-42: Garrett and 

Marybeth Rampulla, owners, and Estelle Eberhardt of Irick, Eberhardt & Mientus, Inc., engineer, were 

present to represent this plan.  Ms. Eberhardt told the Commissioners that the Rampullas would like to 

subdivide their property into 2 lots, they would retain 4 acres and a second 2.5 acre lot would be created.   

 

Mr. Garton mentioned that they will need a Variance from Section 201, Floodplain Soils, of the Zoning 

Ordinance.  He agrees that they have the hardship needed to apply for the Variance. 

 

The Gilmore & Associates review letter dated February 6, 2009 was discussed.  Most items are “will 

comply”.  The Rampullas will request a waiver for public improvements. 

 

6. Geothermal Wells: Mr. Garton explained geothermal wells to the Commissioners.  They are used to cool 

a home in the summer and warm a home in the winter.  There are 2 types, closed loop and open loop. 

 

Jim Morano of North Chapman Road was present to speak to the Commissioners about the geothermal well 

on his property.  He is very pleased with the system and has a service contract for an annual inspection. 

 

The Commissioners unanimously decided to table this item until Upper Makefield Township has completed 

and approves their geothermal well ordinance that they are currently writing.  

 

7. Other Business: Mrs. Browngold asked what public works improvements the Board of Supervisors are 

discussing as part of the stimulus money.  Ms. Bradley will distribute the draft list. 

 
8. Public Comment:  Ms. Susan Gross of Old Limekiln Road told the Commissioners not to dismiss 

windmills; it should be the decision of the property owner. 

 

9.  Adjournment:   
 

MOTION:  A motion was made by Mr. Scanzillo, seconded by Mr. Jones, and unanimously carried, to 

adjourn the meeting at 8:25 PM.   

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

________________________________  __________________________________ 

Deborah Rendon, Vice-Chair    Jo Ann Lapp, Zoning Officer 


