
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
May 6, 2008 

 
A Meeting of the New Britain Township Planning Commission was held on May 6. 2008, at the Township 
Administration Building, 207 Park Avenue, New Britain Township, Pa., beginning at 7:00 p.m.  In 
attendance were: Greg Hood, William Jones, James Scanzillo, Theresa Browngold and Theresa Rizzo 
Grimes.  Also, in attendance were Cathy Kichline, Assistant Manager, Jo Ann Lapp Township Zoning 
Officer and Craig Kennard and Janine Fonda, Gilmore and Associates. 
 
1. Approval of Minutes of April 15, 2008: 
 
MOTION:  Upon motion by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mrs. Grimes and carried, the April 15, 2008 minutes 
were approved as written.  
 
2.  Sub-Committee’s Report: Mr. Scanzillo reported that the Traffic Calming Committee has written a 
report identifying nine (9) roads in the Township and their recommendations for traffic calming.  It will be 
presented to the Board of Supervisors at their next meeting on May 19, 2008. 
 
Mr. Hood asked Mrs. Lapp about members of the LPEAC meeting with Kevin Selger of Gilmore Associates 
at West Branch Park regarding a rain garden.  Mrs. Lapp stated that the meeting went very well and that Mr. 
Selger is drawing up plans and a cost estimate for building the garden.    
 
3. Gross/Kolmus Preliminary Plan of Subdivision: Susan Gross and Robert Showalter were present to 
represent this plan.  Ms. Gross stated that the court reporter was present because her solicitor could not 
attend the meeting.  Mr. Showalter gave a general overview of the plan and then discussed the review letter 
from Mr. Kennard dated April 29, 2008.  He said that most of the review items are “will comply”. 
 
Ms. Gross told the Commissioners that the plan is correct and all existing winery structures are to be 
removed.  They will correct the Community Impact Assessment report and Sewage Facilities Planning 
Module.  Mr. Kennard stated that the clear site triangle on Lots 1 & 2 has been measured off of the edge of 
the pavement, but must be measured from the ultimate right of way.  This will necessitate the houses on 
these two (2) lots to be pushed back.  
 
Mr. Showalter said that they will submit the plan to Hilltown Township.  Mr. Kennard stated that Hilltown 
needs to review the Upper Stump Road improvements.  He also stated that he believes Ms. Gross will have 
to apply for road opening permits from Hilltown Township for the driveways proposed on Upper Stump 
Road.  Staff will check with Hilltown Township. 
 
Mr. Kennard asked if Verizon is going to keep their easement.  Mr. Showalter said they are keeping the 
easement and that he is in the process of creating an easement document with metes and bounds. 



 

 

It was a general consensus of the Planning Commission that they would like to see more usable rear yards.  
Mr. Jones stated that accessory structures, such as sheds and swimming pools, should be available to all 
homeowners.  Mr. Showalter will try moving the houses on the lots to create more usable rear yard. 
 
Mr. Kennard told Mr. Showalter that he feels uncomfortable with the design of the box culverts.  He would 
like to meet with Mr. Showalter and Wayne Fultz, Public Works Superintendent. 
 
Ms. Gross asked the Commissioners if they felt the eight (8) foot widening on Upper Stump Road is 
necessary.  The general consensus was that the widening is necessary.  Ms. Browngold stated that instead of 
concrete sideway around the perimeter, she would rather see a winding asphalt trail, keeping the concrete 
sidewalks along the new road within the development.  Mr. Hood agreed. 
 
Mr. Showalter stated that he may be seeking waivers for drainage of the sump pumps and roof drains and the 
placement of retaining walls in the proposed basins.  He also said they cannot submit detailed plans of the 
septic systems because he does not know how many bedrooms will be proposed.  Mr. Kennard stated that it 
must be on the plans by final submission. 
 
Ms. Gross stated that she will have a request for an extension of the 90-day clock forth coming. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Kathleen Seymour, 269 Old Limekiln Road, she has lived here a long time and does not want to see this area 
of the Township change. 
 
Nancy Decker, 168 Upper Church Road, can the neighbors request buffer information to ensure they will not 
see the development from their homes?  The Commissioners assured her that she can request information. 
 
Cheryl Alber, 263 Old Limekiln Road, can they request for their well to be monitored?  Mr. Kennard told her 
that it would be up to the applicant, but she could do it on her own.  
 
Otto Alber, 263 Old Limekiln Road, he has an issue with the increased traffic from this new development.  
He does not agree with widening of the road because he feels it causes drivers to go faster. 
 
MOTION: Upon motion from Mr. Scanzillo, seconded by Mrs. Browngold and carried, the Planning 
Commission recommends that the Board of Supervisors deny the Preliminary Plan of Susan’s Vineyard 
Subdivision based on the review letter dated April 29, 2008 from Gilmore & Associates, Inc. and the Fire 
Marshal review letter dated April 29, 2008. In the case that a request for extension of the 90-day clock is 
received by the Township, the recommendation to the Board of Supervisors would be to accept the 
extension. 
 
4. Other Business: Mrs. Browngold suggested that the Township put “Check Website for Agendas” on the 
sign in front of the Township Office. 
 
Mr. Hood informed the other Commissioners that the next meeting’s agenda will include informal discussion 
on the Maurer Tract and the Frost Subdivision.  Mr. Kennard added that we will try to have each new land 
development or subdivision on the agenda the meeting after they are accepted for informal discussion, before 
he does his review. 
 
5. Public Comment: None 
 



 

 

6. Adjournment:  
 
MOTION:  A motion was made by Mr. Scanzillo, seconded by Mrs. Grimes, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
________________________________  __________________________________ 
Greg Hood, Chair     Jo Ann Lapp, Zoning Officer 


