
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 5, 2008 

 
A meeting of the New Britain Township Planning Commission was held on 
February 5, 2008 at the Township Administration Building, 207 Park Avenue, New 
Britain Township, PA, and beginning at 7:00 PM.  In attendance were Greg Hood, 
William Jones, Deborah Rendon, Theresa Browngold, Theresa Rizzo Grimes and 
Bill Wert.  Also, in attendance were Cathy Kichline, Assistant Township Manager 
and Janene Fonda, Assistant Township Engineer. 
 
Greg Hood led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
William Jones made a motion to appoint Greg Hood as temporary Chair.  Bill Wert 
seconded.  Being no other nominations, William Jones made a motion to appoint 
Greg Hood as Chairman, Deborah Rendon as Vice Chairman and Theresa 
Browngold as Secretary.  Bill Wert seconded.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
1.  Approval of Minutes of December 4, 2007:  A motion was made by Theresa 
Browngold, seconded by William Jones to approve the minutes of the joint meeting 
of the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors of December 4, 2007. 
 
2.  Tree Committee – Discussion of Mauer Tract Plantings:  Willie Wilson and 
Cynthia Anstey were present to discuss the recommendation of the LPEAC for the 
Maurer Tract Plantings.  Mr. Wilson discussed the problem with the Ash species 
required in SALDO and the lack of diversity regarding the plantings on the Mauer 
tract.  Mr. Wilson indicated the Ash species is quarantined in various states 
including western Pennsylvania.  The LPEAC recommends the Ash species be 
deleted from SALDO.  Mr. Wilson suggested more native plantings and strive for 
diversity of species.  Mr. Wilson presented a modified list of street trees, buffer 
plants, etc. for the Mauer tract and requested the Planning Commission support the 
modified list.  Mr. Wilson also would like to add Norway Spruce, Colorado Blue 
Spruce, Douglas Fir and Dawn Redwood to the list.  Although they are not native to 
this area, they are very adaptable.  Cynthia Anstey questioned why a straight row of 
pines is proposed to be planted along an existing tree row and suggested this row of 
plantings include a more diversified grouping.  Susan Gross told the Commission 
she planted 1000’s of trees 41 years ago and the hardiest is the Norway Spruce.  In 
addition to requesting the Commission to support the modified list of species, the 



 

LPEAC is also recommending the township make every effort to preserve two large, 
stately oak trees on the property.  Mrs. Anstey sited SALDO Section 713.1 which 
discusses the protection and preservation of existing vegetation. 
 
MOTION: Upon motion by Theresa Browngold and seconded by Bill Wert, the 
Planning Commission unanimously supported the recommendation of LPEAC to 
replace the existing list of planting species in SALDO with the modified list provided 
by LPEAC with the addition of Norway Spruce, Colorado Blue Spruce, Douglas Fir 
and Dawn Redwood; to recommend the township staff meet with the developer of 
the Maurer tract to present the modified planting schedule prepared by LPEAC; 
and, make every effort to preserve the two large stately oaks on the property. 
 
3.  Open Space Plan Supplement:  Fred Groshens presented the 2008 Supplement to 
the New Britain Township Open Space Plan and indicated an update was necessary 
at this time to be eligible for additional open space funding through the County 
bond issue.  Fred explained the supplement includes a history of open space activity 
since 2000, an evaluation of the Open Space Plan and how it measures up to the 
comprehensive plan, a summary of the changing nature of development pressure 
and a list of priority projects.  Theresa Browngold supported the supplement and 
asked whether the Blumberg tract along Old Iron Hill could be included.  This tract 
is comprised of 4 tracts totaling approximately 40 acres.  Deborah Rendon indicated 
she would like to see a reference to historic preservation in the supplement.   
 
MOTION: Upon motion by Theresa Browngold, seconded by Deborah Rendon, and 
unanimously carried, the Planning Commission supported the 2008 Open Space 
supplement as written with the following suggestions; the Blumberg tract be added 
and a reference to historic preservation be included. 
 
4.  Barn Again:  Deborah Rendon summarized the “Barn Again” concept that 
revitalizes and re-uses barns for modern commercial or residential uses.  Literature 
was provided at the township office and will be distributed tomorrow.  Deborah 
requested this item be placed on the next Planning Commission agenda for 
discussion. 
 
5.  Other Business:  The Planners discussed and reviewed the revised organizational 
chart provided in their packets.  The organization structure has been revised to 
provide for all Planning and Zoning related matters to flow through the Planning 
Commission, which will then report to the Board of Supervisors.  The new structure 
should enhance communications between all Boards and Committees and ensure 
that our committees have a stronger voice in policy making.  It is the 
recommendation of the Board that the Planning Commission appoint one member 
of the Planning Commission as Chairman of each sub-committee.  The following 
appointments were made:  LPEAC – Greg Hood; Tri-Municipal Trails – Theresa 
Rizzo Grimes; Rt. 202 Advisory committee – William Jones; Traffic Calming – Jim 
Scanzillo.   
 



 

6.  Public Comment:  Ms. Gross stated that she thought that comments made by a 
couple commission members at the beginning of the meeting about being tough on 
developers were inappropriate. Chairman Hood apologized to Ms. Gross if she was 
offended, and advised that all applicants were treated fairly and equally at all times 
regardless of any members personal opinion about a project.  
 
7.  Adjournment:  Upon motion by Deborah Rendon, seconded by Theresa 
Browngold and unanimously carried, the Planning Commission adjourned at 9:05 
PM.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
________________________________  ______________________________ 
Greg Hood, Chair     Cathy Kichline, Assistant Manager 
 
 


