
    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

August 4, 2009 
 
A Meeting of the New Britain Township Planning Commission was held on August 4, 2009, at the Township 
Administration Building, 207 Park Avenue, New Britain Township, Pa., beginning at 7:00 p.m.  In 
attendance were: Greg Hood, Deborah Rendon, William Jones and Alfred Tocci.  Also, in attendance were 
Eileen Bradley, Township Manager, Jo Ann Lapp, Zoning Officer and Erik Garton, Township Engineer. 
 
1. Approval of Minutes of June 2, 2009: 

 
Motion: Upon motion by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. Hood and carried, the June 2, 2009 Minutes were 
approved as written. 
 
Approval of Minutes of July 7, 2009: 

 

Motion: Upon motion by Mrs. Rendon, seconded by Mr. Jones and carried, the July 7, 2009 Minutes were 
approved as written. 
 
2.  Sub-Committee’s Report: Mr. Jones reported that there was a meeting with Doylestown Township 
regarding a trail plan named “Destination Doylestown”.  Doylestown Township asked New Britain 
Township to contribute $1400 and become a partner in the trail plan.  The plan is to connect to Peace Valley 
Park. 
 
Mrs. Lapp reported that the LPEAC met and discussed being more active in the planning aspect of 
subdivision and land development.  Mrs. Rendon agreed and suggested that the LPEAC be given a set of 
plans when a new plan is submitted.  At the next LPEAC meeting a person will be selected to review plans 
for environmental issues. 
 
3.  Vertis Preliminary/Final Subdivision Plan, TMP# 26-005-002: Gregory Duffy of Dewey Morris and 
Bob Showalter of Showalter and Associates were present to represent the Vertis plan.  Mr. Duffy gave an 
overview of the project, then discussed the Gilmore & Associates review letter dated July 20, 2009. 
 
Mr. Garton questioned why the shared easement to County Line Road over Lot 1 has been removed from the 
plan.  Mr. Duffy said that Vertis feels access should be addressed when the two vacant lots are developed.  
Mr. Garton disagreed.  Mr. Hood stated that getting the easement now would be the best course of action 
because the Township historically tried to keep truck traffic off of Schoolhouse Road.  Mr. Duffy reiterated 
that Vertis does not know who is purchasing the lots so it will be difficult to know what access will be 
needed.  Ms. Bradley stated that the Township needs the easement now to protect residents and the parkland. 
 



    

    

Mr. Garton suggested a compromise of putting a note on the plan that no access could be taken off of 
Schoolhouse Road except emergency access.  Mr. Duffy said that Vertis would be willing to consider putting 
a note on the plan. 
Mr. Garton reminded Mr. Showalter that he will have to update the waiver request letter to the Supervisors to 
include the request to consider preliminary/final approval. 
 
Mr. Hood asked why the SEPTA rail siding is not on the plan.  Mr. Duffy explained that Vertis has not seen 
any SEPTA plans, so they do not know how much land will be taken.  Ms. Bradley stated that SEPTA is a 
public utility and they will take the land, so it should be shown on the plan.  She met with a SEPTA 
representative and they will be taking thirty (30) feet.  Mr. Garton suggested a note on the plan stating any 
future development on Lot 1 requires a title report. 
  
MOTION: Upon motion by Ms. Rendon, seconded by Mr. Tocci and carried unanimously, it is the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation to the Board of Supervisors to grant Preliminary/Final approval to the plan 
of subdivision for Vertis Corporation with the following conditions: 
 

1. Compliance with the Gilmore & Associates review letter dated July 20, 2009. 
2. Add a note on the plan that states no access off of Schoolhouse Road except for an emergency access. 
3. Add a note on the plan that states any future development of Lot 1 requires a title report. 
4. Grant a waiver to SALDO Section 401.1 to consider a Preliminary/Final approval. 
5. Grant a waiver to SALDO Section 502.A.(1) regarding plan scale. 
6. Defer waiver requests as written in Gilmore’s review letter, page 2, numbers 4, 5 and 6 to the Board 

of Supervisors. 
7. Grant a partial waiver to SALDO Section 716 allowing no lot line monuments in the creek bed. 

 
4. Other Business: None.  
 
6. Public Comment: Susan Gross, Upper Church Road, stated that in 1974 she was on the Montgomery 
Township Planning Commission and they were reviewing a plan for land development on the 309 that was in 
the pathway of the 202 by-pass.  She was reminded of this when Mr. Hood mentioned the constitutional 
rights of a property owner. 
 
She asked if the SEPTA rail siding will have an effect on the Bristol Road extension.  Ms. Bradley told her it 
will have no effect. 
 
Bob Showalter, 393 Old Iron hill Road, stated that he was glad to hear the Township is thinking about adding 
ERSAP to the SALDO. 
 
7.  Adjournment:   
 
MOTION:  A motion was made by Ms. Rendon, seconded by Mr. Jones, and unanimously carried, to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:00 PM.   
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
________________________________  __________________________________ 
Greg Hood, Chair     Jo Ann Lapp, Zoning Officer 


