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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MEETING MINUTES 

October 21, 2013 
 
 
 
A Work Session Meeting of the New Britain Township Board of Supervisors was held on Monday, October 21, 2013 at 
the Township Administration Building, 207 Park Avenue, New Britain Township, PA, beginning at 9:05 a.m.  Present 
were Supervisors: Chair A. James Scanzillo, Vice Chair Robert V. Cotton, Members Helen B. Haun, William B. Jones, 
III, and John A. Bodden.  Also present were Township Manager Eileen M. Bradley, Township Solicitor Peter Nelson, and 
Township Engineer Craig Kennard. 
 
1.  Call to Order:  Mr. Scanzillo called the Meeting to order.   
 
2.  Pledge of Allegiance:  Mr. Scanzillo led the Board and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3.  Announcements:  Mr. Scanzillo announced that the Board had met prior to this meeting in Executive Session to 
discuss personnel issues, land preservation and litigation. 
 
4.  Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items: There was no public comment at this time.  
 
5.  Approval of Minutes: 
 
5.1.  Minutes of October 7, 2013 Board of Supervisors’ Regular Meeting:  
 

MOTION:  A motion was made by Mrs. Haun, seconded by Mr. Jones and carried unanimously, to 
approve the October 7, 2013 Minutes as written.  
 

6.  Departmental Reports:   
 
6.1.  Code Department Report:  Randy Teschner presented the Code Department Report for September 2013. 
 
6.2.  Police Department Report: Chief Robert Scafidi presented the Police Department Report for September 2013.  
Chief also reported that the facility we used to drop off stray animals was no longer available and the Department would 
need to use the SPCA in Richlandtown or Solebury.  In addition, Montgomery Township Police Department was no 
longer allowing other departments to use their shooting range.  New Britain Police Department would need to find a new 
range to use commencing January 1, 2014.  Mrs. Haun suggested looking into the Bucks County Fish and Game 
Commission because they currently allow Doylestown Township to use their gun range for practice and training.  Mr. 
Bodden added that the Board has no interest in having a shooting range located on Township property.  
 
6.3.  Public Works Department Report: Mr. Fultz presented the Public Works Report for September 2013.  Mr. Fultz 
pointed out that the Public Works Department participated in a Flu Drill with Bucks County and the whole Public Works 
Department got re-certified as flaggers. Mr. Bodden commended James Benner on the road bank mowing that has been 
done this year.  
 
6.4.  Service Awards: The Board Recognized Eileen M. Bradley and Devan Ambron for 5 years of service each.  
 
6.5.  Social Media Update:  Ms. Benner presented the Board with the different social media outlets that are currently 
being used by the Administration Staff to disseminate news and information to the public.  Those media outlets include 
Facebook, Twitter, and Google Groups.  Both the Facebook account and Twitter account are managed through a program 
called HootSuite that cuts the time of posting by allowing an individual to post to both Twitter and Facebook at the same 
time.  Staff is also able to monitor comments by residents and other individuals in the area on HootSuite.  Ms. Benner 
stated that the Township Google Group replaces Constant Contact and allows her to send out mass emails to anyone who 
signs up to be part of the group.  
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7.  Consideration of Old Business:  There was no old business at this time.  
 
8.  Consideration of New Business:   
 
8.1.  2014 Budget Discussion:  Ms. Bradley presented a first draft of a 2014 Budget.  The budget reflected millage rates 
consistent with 2013, with no millage increases.  Fund balances and 2013 actual figures would continue to be monitored 
through mid-November.  Budget expenditures reflected all departmental requests, with no cuts at this time. 
 
A discussion with departments commenced regarding budgetary requests.  Chief Scafidi asked the Board to consider the 
purchase of a used police vehicle at Federal Surplus Supply for 2013.  Vehicles at Surplus come from the federal 
government, range from $15,000 to $20,000, and have low mileage.  Ms. Bradley stated that if the Police Department 
purchased a used vehicle from Surplus, then one of the proposed 2014 two new vehicle requests would be removed.  Ms. 
Bradley also stated she would require the Township mechanic to inspect any used vehicle prior to purchasing.  
 

MOTION:  A motion was made by Mr. Bodden, seconded by Mr. Cotton, and unanimously carried to 
allow the Chief to purchase a used police vehicle from Federal Surplus Supply at a cost not to exceed 
$20,000 and pending inspection by the Township mechanic prior to purchasing. 

 
A discussion was held concerning the suspending of Earned Income Tax dedicated to Open Space Acquisition (OS EIT), a 
0.125% tax on earned income.  Ms. Bradley explained that the Open Space Fund is currently over $3.2 million; and if we 
were able to purchase easements on all proposed preservation properties listed in our Open Space Plan, we would still 
have funds remaining.  At present, money received as OS EIT cannot be used for any other purpose.  If the Township 
chose to suspend the OS EIT for 2014, it could be reinstated later without requiring a voter referendum.   
 
Mr. Bodden added that there was bill before the General Assembly that would allow municipalities to use open space 
funds for maintenance of open space and municipal parks, but until that bill becomes law, he believed we should suspend 
the OS EIT.  Ms. Bradley stated that suspending the OS EIT does not affect millage rates in any way.  Nor does it change 
the 1.00% EIT for General Purposes rate that is also being paid by residents.  Mr. Jones suggested that the Board suspend 
the OS EIT for 2014, and decide to suspend or reinstate the OS EIT during future years’ budgetary discussions.  Mr. 
Nelson added that should the Board vote to suspend the 0.125% OS EIT, a resolution should be passed at their next 
Regular Board of Supervisors Meeting.  
 

MOTION:  A motion was made by Mr. Bodden, seconded by Mrs. Haun, and unanimously carried to 
suspend the 0.125% Open Space Earned Income Tax for 2014 and to address the Open Space Earned 
Income Tax annually during budget season.   

 
At the conclusion of 2014 Budget Discussion, Ms. Bradley stated that approval of a Preliminary 2014 Budget was 
scheduled for the Board of Supervisors November 4 Meeting Agenda, to be held at 7:00 p.m., with final adoption 
tentatively scheduled for December 2, 2014.   
   
9.  Consent Agenda:   
 

MOTION:  Upon motion of Mr. Jones, seconded by Mrs. Haun, and unanimously carried, the Board 
approved the following Consent Agenda item:  Professional Services Agreement for land development of 
TMP #26-001-095-001, 179 Sellersville Road.  

  
10.  Board of Supervisors Comments:  Mrs. Haun announced that she would be serving as Treasurer for the North 
Branch Watershed Association (NBWA).  In addition, the NBWA was working on creating a website that can be linked to 
corresponding municipal websites that will help with MS4 qualifications.          
 
11.  Township Administration Comments:   
 
11.1.  2013 Updated Zoning Map: Ms. Bradley presented the Board with an updated zoning map that reflected all 
previously approved zoning changes that had taken place since the previous zoning map was issued.  
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11.2.  1995 Dump Truck Award of Sale:  Bidding for the Public Works 1995 Dump Truck ended on Friday, October 18, 
2013 at 11:00 a.m., with 766 views, 44 bids from 8 bidders and a high bid of $6,968.68 by Jeff Hackett of Belvideer, NJ.  
Ms. Bradley stated that both she and Wayne Fultz had expected the vehicle to go for a larger amount, but agreed that the 
Township might not do better should the contract be re-bid.  
  
 MOTION:  A motion was made by Mr. Bodden, seconded by Mrs. Haun, and unanimously carried to 
 award the Public Works 1995 Dump Truck sale to Jeff Hackett of Belvideer, NJ for $6.968.68. 
 
11.3.  2000 GMC Sonoma Pick Up Truck: Ms. Bradley announced that a Public Works 2000 GMC Sonoma Pick Up 
Truck was placed for sale on MuniciBid.com and bids would be accepted until 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, November 14, 
2013.  A contract could be awarded at the Board of Supervisors Meeting on Monday, November 18, 2013, beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Bids would only being accepted through the website MuniciBid.com.  
 
12.  Solicitor and Engineer Comments:  Mr. Kennard informed the Board that over the next 5 years, DEP MS4 
regulations would require mapping of the entire stormwater system.  Mr. Fultz stated that the Public Works Department 
had been working on mapping for several years already.  Ms. Bradley added that a proposed MuniLogic Road Module 
would assist the Township in this area.  
 
13.  Other Business:  There was no other business at this time.  
 
14.  Public Comment:  There was no public comment at this time.     
 
15.  Payment of Bills:   
 
15.1.  Bills List dated October 18, 2013, 2013 for $619,037.93:   
  

MOTION:  Upon motion by Mr. Jones seconded by Mrs. Haun, the Board unanimously approved the Bills 
List dated October 18, 2013 for $619,037.93. 

 
16.  Adjournment:  Mr. Scanzillo announced that the Board would recess into Executive Session to discuss personnel 
issues.  No decisions would be made at that time, so the Board would not reconvene. 
 

MOTION:  There being no further business or comment, a motion was made by Mr. Bodden, seconded by 
Mrs. Haun and unanimously carried, to adjourn the meeting at 10:50 a.m. 
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